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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

DAY 1 KEYNOTE - ANNIE WATSON

Safe, supportive, evidence informed, and accessible Early Childhood education can be
the key to success for families across the country. Annie Watson (she/her) has built her
career helping local communities and governments support children and their parents.
Young children thrive with opportunities to learn and connect to their worlds, and parents
are able to work to achieve their own goals when they know their children are safe. Our
first keynote will talk about how important Early Childhood education is and how Missouri
should support our families with young children.

Annie is a systems thinker who enjoys moving towards a long-term vision while seeing
how the pieces connect. With a diverse array of experiences in early care and education,
Annie has worn multiple hats, including those of a classroom teacher, education coach, home visitation director,
pedagogical consultant, and nonprofit leader. She has significant expertise in coalition building and creating and
implementing complex strategic plans.

Bringing over 15 years of experience to the role, Annie serves as a Principal Associate at School Readiness
Consulting (SRC), providing technical assistance and strategic planning support to public, private, and non-profit
organizations working to advance early childhood policies, investments, and systems-building efforts. Annie often
leads communities of practice and learning spaces to increase the capacity of the early childhood field to lead for
equity and anti-oppression.

DAY 2 KEYNOTE - TAJ SULEYMAN

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion are cornerstone policies to begin to correct the legacy of
systemic inequity, particularly in our workplaces, governments, and educational systems.
Proper DEI programming recognizes the value of diversity, celebrating how the
differences among us improve our communities. Taj Suleyman has worked in the private
and public sectors, including for school districts and most recently for the city of
Springfield, advancing diversity and pushing equity programming as the Director of
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. He will share his experiences as a refugee immigrant
and help disperse myths about DEI in our Tuesday morning keynote presentation.

As a global nomad and Third Culture Kid/person (TCK), Taj’s upbringing in diverse international environments
ignited a profound intercultural awareness from a young age. Born and raised in Beirut, Lebanon, to a Sudanese
father and a Saudi Arabian mother, Taj’s multicultural background has deeply influenced his commitment to
fostering understanding and inclusivity. His work with local governmental agencies has been instrumental in
enhancing training models, ensuring they meet the unique needs of diverse communities and cultivating strong
relationships among stakeholders.

Taj serves as an associate facilitator in personal leadership methodology and holds certification from the
Connective Leadership Institute. He is also a Certified Trainer in the esteemed Global Dexterity Method, a
testament to his expertise in facilitating global interactions with finesse and cultural competence. With over two
decades of experience working in diverse roles within non-profit organizations, Taj has been a pivotal force in
empowering the integration of refugees, immigrants, and individuals with disabilities into the fabric of U.S.
society.
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LUNCH PRESENTATION - BOBBY BOSTIC'S LIFE STORY

Bobby Bostic was 16 years old when a judge sentenced him to die in prison for his
involvement in a robbery. Given a sentence of 241 years, he served 27 years before the
Missouri legislature passed a law inspired by his case that allowed him and others
sentenced to life without parole as juveniles the possibility of release. Bobby has a
unique perspective on the harmful impacts of the criminal justice system, particularly on
those sentenced as juveniles. He will share his life story and insights into the criminal
justice system and needed policy changes.

BREAKOUT SESSIONS

We have an incredible lineup of speakers for our 2023 Summit Breakout Sessions! Read a preview
of our offerings below, and check back often as we add more information!

REAL JUSTICE COMES FROM COMMUNITY
Presented by: Colleen Cunningham, Equal Justice USA

How we've traditionally attempted to build public safety—policing, prosecutions, and prison— doesn't work.
However, community-centered solutions are building real safety and wellness in cities across the nation by
addressing the root causes of violence and healing trauma in those communities. Explore how
communities are building real safety and the extraordinary impact these approaches can have.

IMPROVING TAX CREDITS THAT HELP MISSOURIANS MEET THEIR BASIC NEEDS
Presented by: Gina Aitch, Missouri Budget Project

Missouri’'s earned income tax credit (EITC) and “Circuit Breaker” Property Tax Credit help Missourians with
low incomes make ends meet. The Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), a proven anti-poverty program for
workers with low and moderate incomes, helps offset payroll and income taxes. The Circuit Breaker helps
low-income older adults and people living with disabilities offset the cost of property taxes. Although these
tax credits have the potential to help thousands of Missourians, the credits are inaccessible to many of the
state's lowest paid workers, seniors, and adults with disabilities. Missouri Budget Project will present an
overview of the EITC and Circuit Breaker, suggest how the tax credits can be improved to maximize impact
for Missouri households, and discuss next steps for advocacy.

Some sessions and speakers are still being finalized, more details will be
added as they become available.
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BRING MO BACK! HOUSING DISCRIMINATION IN MO

Presented by: Marissa Cohen, EHOC, & Vee Sanchez, Empower Missouri

Bring Missouri Back! Currently MO is suffering from the lack of investment in housing rights for MO tenants
and homeowners due to being non-compliant with the Federal Fair Housing Act. This means it is harder for
MO citizens to be protected against housing discrimination. Find out how we are working to bring MO back
into compliance and restore our housing rights!

TRANSFORMING COMMUNITY THROUGH EDUCATION, CONNECTION & INCLUSION

Presented by: Charity Jordan Rex, Harmony House

Learn how to use your sphere of influence to create change in your community. We'll have interactive
discussion on prevention messaging and approaches to intentional inclusion. We'll explore ways to amplify
change through community engagement.

LAND BANKS 101

Presented by: Peter Hoffman, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri

Community land banks offer an opportunity to support low-income families in home ownership while
addressing abandoned and derelict properties. When done well, these programs can work together to turn
unsafe eyesores into a happy home again. In this session, you’'ll learn what land banks are and how they
can help address the affordable housing crisis. After an overview, we’ll also have a panel discussion with
legislators who have been working on expanding land banks in Missouri.

UNIVERSAL DESIGN: HOUSING FOR ALL
Presented by: April Swanson & Amy Stark, Cox College Department of Occupational Therapy

Universally designed housing requires effort and planning to build homes that are accessible by people of
all backgrounds and abilities. The UD principles can be brought to life with example designs and real-world
scenarios.

COLLATERAL CONSEQUENCES AND THE NEED FOR CLEAN SLATE

Presented by: Latrell Stanton, Metropolitan Congregations United &

Stacey Velez, Preferred Family Healthcare

Join us for a panel discussion about the collateral consequences of a criminal record. Community
organizer Latrell Stanton and housing specialist Stacey Velez will explore the many ways in which a record

holds people back, from employment barriers to limited housing access. We will discuss potential policy
solutions to this issue, including Clean Slate, or automated expungement legislation.

Some sessions and speakers are still being finalized, more details will be
added as they become available.
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EARLY CHILDHOOD CHAMPIONS: MESSAGING TRAINING FOR IMPACTFUL ADVOCACY

Presented by: Annie Watson, School Readiness Consulting

As a follow-up to the keynote on early care and education, in this session, we will connect early childhood
to the issues you care about most, dive deep into effective early childhood advocacy strategies, and
practice creating concise and impactful messages related to early childhood. Participants will identify key
early childhood issues and policy areas and learn effective advocacy strategies and messaging
techniques.

FOOD IS MEDICINE: BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN HUNGER & HEALTH

Presented by: Kim Buckman, Feeding Missouri; Kaysie Hotop, SEMO Food Bank, &
Jessica Kejr, Harvesters Community Food Network

Food banks have long understood and created awareness around the relationship between food insecurity
and poor health outcomes and have taken steps to develop strategic partnerships and programs with
healthcare providers. Join our panel of Missouri's food banks and hear about some of the innovative ways
they are bridging the gap between hunger and health (i.e. clinic-based pantries, prescription produce
boxes, and prescription referrals).

OVERCOMING THE BENEFITS CLIFF

Presented by: Dr. Melissa Stickel, Community Partnership of Southeast Missouri &
Eric Cochling, Georgia Center for Opportunity

The “Benefits cliff” refers to a situation in which a small increase in income leads to a significant reduction
or complete loss of government benefits, which can create a disincentive for individuals to increase their
income through work. This workshop will provide a clear, concise, visual representation of this extremely
complex problem, using GCOs Benefits Cliff Model.

FOOD ACCESS ADVOCACY THROUGH LITIGATION

Presented by: Katherine A. Holley & Aliyah Salame, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri

In early 2022, Legal Services of Eastern Missouri filed a lawsuit against the Department of Social Services
on behalf of Missourians who rely on SNAP benefits. How did we get to this point? Where are we hoping to
go from here? Join us as we dive into the history of SNAP access in Missouri and explore how advocates
and attorneys can work together to solve systemic injustice.

Some sessions and speakers are still being finalized, more details will be
added as they become available.



